
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 18, 2018 

 

 

Mr. Michel Temer 

Presidente da República Federativa do Brasil (President of Brazil) 

 

Transmitted by email gabinetepessoal@presidencia.gov.br 

  

Dear President Temer: 

 

On behalf of the three million members of the National Education Association of the United 

States who are public education employees in our nation’s schools, I write to you.  My 

organization shares affiliation with the Confederaçao Nacional dos Trabalhadores em Educaçao 

in Education International, the global union federation which represents over 30 million 

education worldwide.  The current developments in Brazil in preparation for the elections later 

this year pose a serious concern for the future of democracy in your nation.  

 

Like all citizens in Brazil, former President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva has the right to a fair trial 

and due process of law.  These rights, which undergird democracy, are detailed in human rights 

treaties and law including Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

and Article 8 of the American Convention on Human Rights. Specifically, former President Lula 

is not being afforded: 

 

 Equal treatment before the law (Art 14.1) 

 A fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established 

by law (Art 14.1) 

 The right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law (Art 14.2). 

 

This continued political criminal investigation of former President Lula prevents him from 

seeking election later this year. To date, the prosecution has provided no evidence that former 

President Lula is directly tied to corruption.  This obstacle of court proceedings without evidence 

threatens the very core of the rule of law and democracy in Brazil.  

 

I respectfully request that the government of Brazil meet its treaty and legal obligations with 

respect to former President Lula and all citizens of Brazil.  I am sure you would want no less if 

you were in his situation.   
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The National Education Association of the United States, and our colleagues who are a part of 

Education International, await progress by your government in the case of former President Lula.  

As educators, we know that our actions today have profound impact on the future our students 

and our nations.  Democracy must not be taken for granted. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lily Eskelsen García 

President, National Education Association 

 

Copies: 

Sergio Silva do Amaral, Ambassador, Embassy of Brazil, pdwashington@itamaraty.gov.br  

 

P. Michael McKinley, Ambassador, United States Embassy 

 

Eunício Oliveira, Presidente do Senado e do Congresso Nacional (President of the Senate and the 

National Congress) eunicio.oliveira@senador.leg.br  

 

Cármen Lúcia Antunes Rocha, Presidenta do Conselho Nacional de Justiça (President of the 

Justice Council) presidencia@cnj.jus.br 

 

Cármen Lúcia Antunes Rocha, Presidenta do Supremo Tribunal Federal, President of the Supreme 

Court secretariageral@stf.jus.br 

 

Raquel Elias Ferreira Dodge, Presidente do Conselho Nacional do Ministério Público e 

Procuradora-Geral da República (President of the National Council of the Public Ministry and 

Attorney General of the Republic) presidencia@cnmp.mp.br 

 

Leandro Paulsen, Desembargador Federal Presidente da 8ª Turma do TRF-4 (Federal Judge 

President of the 8th Class of TRF-4): gpaulsen@trf4.jus.br 

 

João Paulo Gebran, Desembargador: ggebran@trf4.jus.br 

 

Victor Laus, Desembargador: glaus@trf4.jus.br asp8@trf4.jus.br 
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